
Human Rights City Alliance General Meeting-Monday May 16  
MEETING NOTES 

 
• All are welcome to our next general meeting- IN PERSON Thursday June 23, 6:00-8:00 PM @ 

Human Services Building 1 Smithfield St. Downtown Pittsburgh, Homestead Grays Room 

 
1)  Following up visit by Housing Rights Leader: We helped host visit by global housing expert, former 
UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Right to Adequate Housing, Leilani Farha to meet with city 
officials, housing advocates, students and other residents. We compiled this report on the visit, 
highlighting insights and recommendations from our discussions with Ms. Farha, who now leads global 
housing rights organization, The Shift. We will be working with other community partners to follow up 
on 2 recommended actions. If you’re interested in being part of either effort, please contact us at 
pghrights@riseup.net. 

• Developing a Human-Rights based Housing Strategy: Although recognizing the need to provide 
more affordable housing and protect existing affordable housing, the city has no plan for doing 
this. Instead, developers are able to propose their visions for the city while we struggle to win 
back some space to ensure that all Pittsburgh residents can remain at home here. There are 
models we can learn from and we’ll put forward a draft housing strategy with human rights at 
the forefront. 

• Developing creative strategy for using the law to challenge systemic discrimination in housing: 
We’ll be working with friends at Pitt’s newly created Center for Civil Rights and Racial Justice to 
explore possible avenues for following up the incontrovertible evidence that the City’s housing 
policies have been disproportionately denying Black residents their human right to housing. 

2) Indigenous Peoples Day-Pittsburgh: We’ve been invited to join a growing network of folks working to 
advance Indigenous Peoples Day in Pittsburgh.  To find out how you can get involved, please contact: 
Benjamin (benjaminbordwell@gmail.com) or Symone Saul symonemsaul@gmail.com.  
 

3) Annual Human Rights Cookout-Sunday, August 28 To join the team of social event planners with this 
fun social activity that helps connect us with groups around the community, contact us at: 
pghrights@riseup.net  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/housing/pages/housingindex.aspx
http://wiki.pghrights.mayfirst.org/images/b/b6/Farha_visit_follow_up_recap.pdf
https://make-the-shift.org/
mailto:pghrights@riseup.net
mailto:benjaminbordwell@gmail.com
mailto:symonemsaul@gmail.com
mailto:pghrights@riseup.net


4) Bringing Human Rights into Mayor Gainey’s Transition Report: Last week Mayor Gainey’s 
administration issued its much-anticipated Transition Report 2022 (View Press conference). The report 
outlines a set of recommendations emerging from a team of community leaders and experts around 
economic development, health, education, infrastructure, and climate change. The committee included 
people who have been partners and supporters of our work to advance human rights in Pittsburgh and 
there are many excellent recommendations in the Transition Report, but like many such documents, it is 
limited. We have a chance to remind our City’s leaders of our human rights obligations and of the 
expectations residents have for the direction our city takes.  
Join volunteers and help us review of the Transition Report and develop a response to the Gainey 
Administration and others that reinforces priorities, benchmarks, and timelines that center people, 
community, and our natural habitat in city policies. Tuesday Jun 7, 2022 03:30 PM EDT  Register here   
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting.  **For more information contact us at: pghrights@riseup.net 
 
NEXT Human Rights City Alliance GENERAL MEETING  IN PERSON Thursday June 23, 6:00-8:00 PM @ 
Human Services Building 1 Smithfield St. Downtown Pittsburgh, Homestead Grays Room. All are 
welcome! Help us make Pittsburgh a true Human Rights City! 
 
 
Human Rights City News 
Councilpersons Gross, Kail-Smith introduce legislation to back housing cooperatives --See this letter of 
support from folks in our Human Rights City network. When our elected officials take action to support 
initiatives that reinforce human rights aims, we need to make sure they hear from us. Three folks who 
are active in our human rights city networks used this opening to offer support and to share some of the 
excellent resources provided by Leilani Farha during her visit to Pittsburgh. We also reminded all 
members of council of their responsibilities to protect human rights, referencing the messages Farha 
conveyed during her visit. 
 

Upcoming activities/events: 
• Oakland neighbors have asked us to help them ensure that community’s vision for the 

neighborhood is enacted in the City’s plans with developer, Walnut Capital. Also, there are 
concerns that resident voices are being neglected in the process through which the development 
plans for this cite have unfolded since the inauspicious start under the Peduto administration. 
Help Oakland residents defend their neighborhood and promote inclusive, equitable zoning in 
Oakland. Public hearing on Wednesday May 25 at 1:30PM.  (Click here to sign up to speak on 
this legislation)   *Background resources: OPDC Timeline Proposed Oakland Public Realm District 
(Now known as Urban Center Mixed Use)    OPDC Overview of Zoning Proposal 
 
 

• Launch of The Shift Directives on the Financialization of Housing. (Issued by Leilani 
Farha, former UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Right to Housing) Thursday June 2 
11:15-12:30PM EDT (Push film screening precedes launch at 9:30AM) 

Large, institutional investors or ‘corporate landlords’ have a growing footprint in our cities. 
Investment firms seek to purchase multiple housing units and then rent them out to make a 
profit. They view houses not as homes, but as money-making machines—lucrative investments 

https://www.heinz.org/pdfs/Pittsburgh-Transition-Report-Final-Formatted-for-Printing-22.05.05.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyKMelR5Um8
https://pitt.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwpce6urTMiH9b3RiwSwivVzUt2J9_AVTYU
mailto:pghrights@riseup.net
http://wiki.pghrights.mayfirst.org/images/9/9a/Letter_to_Councilpersons_Gross_Kail_Smith_Housing_cooperatives_May_2022.pdf
http://wiki.pghrights.mayfirst.org/images/9/9a/Letter_to_Councilpersons_Gross_Kail_Smith_Housing_cooperatives_May_2022.pdf
https://apps.pittsburghpa.gov/redtail/images/18099_Council_Bill_2021-1906_Notice.pdf
https://pittsburghpa.gov/clerk/council-meetings
https://pittsburghpa.gov/clerk/council-meetings
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58d3ec4d59cc687828b1b930/t/622bb4bbf9037f38478f64a5/1647031486921/OPR-E+-+quick+facts+for+providing+testimony+updated+for+March+22.pdf
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/event/from-financialised-to-human-rights-based-housing?link_id=1&can_id=dc25dc8e0d35ee4bb81ab59398e61336&source=email-invitation-screening-of-push-and-launch-of-the-shift-directives-on-the-financialization-of-housing&email_referrer=email_1542535&email_subject=invitation-screening-of-push-and-launch-of-the-shift-directives-on-the-financialization-of-housing
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/event/from-financialised-to-human-rights-based-housing?link_id=1&can_id=dc25dc8e0d35ee4bb81ab59398e61336&source=email-invitation-screening-of-push-and-launch-of-the-shift-directives-on-the-financialization-of-housing&email_referrer=email_1542535&email_subject=invitation-screening-of-push-and-launch-of-the-shift-directives-on-the-financialization-of-housing
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/event/from-financialised-to-human-rights-based-housing?link_id=1&can_id=dc25dc8e0d35ee4bb81ab59398e61336&source=email-invitation-screening-of-push-and-launch-of-the-shift-directives-on-the-financialization-of-housing&email_referrer=email_1542535&email_subject=invitation-screening-of-push-and-launch-of-the-shift-directives-on-the-financialization-of-housing


instead of a human right. Corporate landlords are concentrated in the world's big cities – from 
Paris to Berlin, Madrid, New York, Buenos Aires, Cape Town, and Seoul. Approximately 1.8 
billion people are homeless or live in grossly inadequate housing, often without access to basic 
services like water, sanitation, and electricity. Meanwhile, by the end of 2020, the value of 
residential real estate had surged to an estimated US$258.5 trillion — up $90 trillion from 2016. 
Housing has become by far the largest asset class on earth, worth three times more than global 
GDP and more than 20 times all the gold ever mined. What can be done to help defend the right 
to housing around the world? Join online with a live audience gathering at the European 
Parliament in Brussels on Thursday June 2nd for the launch of The Shift Directives on the 
financialization of housing. The Shift Directives are the first-ever comprehensive 
framework providing governments and investors with guidance to effectively address the 
financialization of housing in accordance with human rights law.  
Prior to the launch, we will be screening the documentary PUSH. The award-winning 
documentary from director Fredrik Gertten sheds light on the global phenomenon of the 
commodification of housing and follows the real-life stories of those living through the housing 
crisis all over the world. 
Register here for in-person or online attendance 
Background: Who (really) owns your city? How corporate landlords are using homes to make 
money Greens European Parliament 

 
• Indigenous Peoples Day Pittsburgh WEBINAR June 21 –Details coming soon! 

   
 
 
Volunteers are needed to support the 25th annual Racial Justice Summit on January 21, 2023. This 
annual event has gathered hundreds of residents working to better understand the causes of racial 
inequities and to build networks and campaigns to transform our city. To find out more, contact: 
pittracialjustice@gmail.com  
  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FoZT1C-8NKsWHlAiWATd-7NL5WPlLvHQ-0AKoZMtrrUsQ7pheUm2eVjLfEPXLg8h6KmYo7vEtfAsyZLDCrX0aJ5gpMAdhxLRhdfqYuPMjCfKGWfar43ZTDPd5jE-1jx-6gz5jEpSXgW2EVeDTEdxV52GZWaeYRmpEMlQYBxo6EzG66dEUi1mbZ14_mbw_yA6vUzdxw-rLH6RErE07LhVKE4Lpk6L5Jx0_5uYx1vRWWTiQEDosOrzmG9wd7sna_CsWenzs1pZkfEk23MFVQVg0jpPZlqRP44JTt0Px0DT3kd_zA3UFG9dSW2kelIDYwa1kH6orXFC2O8dNHHkhTIcjsMsol4JU7oJUBeeITc-w4LNtfTbSiDwgkXyQvEY8FNmEKmU2YL5TNwOmt-AxNKnpciHw71hGGIu49oVGCrZc4y3eZrP9vo_zewWXKHe4iznnuj9bOpplMyI_PaJJhXlgWw%2F3m3%2FH7qDzUaCRty91eSCwmYL-g%2Fh0%2F19cDMKb4RwsgcdS05eQtB9zVSvlWOrtdSBU8lJGY3OU&data=05%7C01%7Cjgsmith%40pitt.edu%7Cad2d48de8e8e4c2df8f708da3771f550%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1%7C0%7C637883259832718448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=po%2F5DZUvw93GmZ6LmPOSr%2Brq0sUXXb1i1nge%2FWZT3wQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/event/from-financialised-to-human-rights-based-housing?link_id=1&can_id=dc25dc8e0d35ee4bb81ab59398e61336&source=email-invitation-screening-of-push-and-launch-of-the-shift-directives-on-the-financialization-of-housing&email_referrer=email_1542535&email_subject=invitation-screening-of-push-and-launch-of-the-shift-directives-on-the-financialization-of-housing
https://www.greens-efa.eu/opinions/who-really-owns-your-city/
https://www.greens-efa.eu/opinions/who-really-owns-your-city/
https://www.pittsburghracialjusticesummit.org/
mailto:pittracialjustice@gmail.com
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